
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF PROPOSED NEW GENERAL PERMIT WQG2SOOOO AUTHORIZING THE

DISCHARGE OF WASTES INTO SURIACE WATERS IN THE STATE

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ or commission) is ploposing
to issue new TCEQ General Perrnit WQG280000. This new TCEQ general permit
proposes to authorize the discharge of, as weil as prohibit the discharge of, a v-ariety of
*asie st.eams from oil and gas exiraction activities defined in the dlaft general pelmit
as outer continental shelf facilities. The purpose of this new TCEQ general permit ls to
replace the need for Outer Continental Shelf facilities to obtain individual Texas

Railroad Commission permits. The dlaft general permit applies to offshore oil and gas

extraction operations iocated in the Gulf of Mexico between 3.0 and 10.2 statute miles

from the Texas coastline as established in the dlaft general permit. This is a state-only
general permit, and Outer Continental Shelf facilities are required to obtain sepalate

iuthoriiation to discharge from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under the

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System in addition to obtaining TCEQ

authorization to discharge. In addition to any othel comments desired to be submitted
on the terms and conditions of the draft general permit, TCEQ is specifically seeking

public comment on the potential to reducl pelmitted produced wastewater flows from
7000 barrels per day (0.294 miliion galions per day) to 6000 barrels per day (0.252

million gallons per day) which may result in the increase in or removal of certain water

quality-6ased effluent limitations but overall reducing the mass Ioading of pollutants
fiom produced wastewatel discharges as well as establlshing compliance -schedules 

for
whole effluent toxicity (WET) limitations. Genelal permits are autholized by Texas

Water Code, S26.040.

DRAFT GENERAL PERMIT. The executive director has prepared a new draft generai

permit that proposes to authorize the discharge of, as well as prohibit- the_discharge

bf, a variety of waste streams from oil and gas extraction actlvities defined in the draft
ge.rerA pei-it as Ourer Continental Shelf fecilities. No significant degradatlon of high

[uallty waters is expected and existing uses wi]l be maintained and protected. The

&..riiu" director proposes to requfue all dischargers to submit a Notice of Intent to
obtain authorization to discharge.

The executive director has reviewed this action for consistency with the goals and
policies of the Texas coastal Management Program (CMP) according to General Land
'Office regulations and has determined that the action is consistent with applicable
CMP goals and policies.

on the date that this notice is published, a copy of the draft general permit and fact

sheet will be available for a minimum of 30 days for viewing and copying at tle TCEQ

office of the Chief Clerk located at the TCEQ Austin office, at 12100 PaIk 35 C-iIcIe'

S"ilai"g F. These documents will also be available at the TCEQs 16 regional offices



and on the TCEQ website at
il i i lti...t, "j rcxas. g ov / p ermitting /w ast ew at er/ g ener al/indexhtml'

PUBLIC COMMENT,/PUBLIC MEETING' You may submit public-cornrnents or request a

;;bli.;;Aile-ifout ttris draft general permit. The purpose of a public meeting is to

i.olra" the oiportunity to .rltiit ,t itten or oral tom-ent or to ask questions about

[fre araft gen".a] permil. Generally, the TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the

executive"directoi det".mi.r", thai there is a significant degree of public interest in the

aiiii g"".*t permit or if requested by a state legislator. A public meeting is not a

contested case hearing.

written public comanents must be received by the office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105'

TCEQ, Pb Box 13O87, Austin, TX 78711'3087 or ele-ctronically at

hvs;//wwwl4.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ within 30 days from the date this

notice is published.

APPROVAL PROCESS. After the comment period, the executlve dilector will consider

all the publlc contments and prepare a wriiten response' The response will be filed

*itf, tfr" TCEe Office of the Chiei Clerk at least 10 days before the scheduled

commisslon meeting when the commission will consider approval of the general

p.""li. ft. commliion will consider a1l public comments in making its decision.and

*ill 
"ith.. 

adopt the executive director's iespo.tse or prepale its own response- The,

cornrnission will issue its written response on the genelal permit at the same-time the

iommission issues or denies the general permit. A copy of any issued general permit

and response to comments will bE made ivailable to the public for inspe^ction at the

ig"".yi Austin office. A notice of the commissioners' action on the draft general

ptir"it 
"na 

a copy of its response to corlments will be mailed to each person who

iubmitted a cori-rir-'e.rt. Also, a notice of the commrssion's action on the draft general

permit and the text of its response to corments will be published in the Texas

Register.

MAIUNGLlsTS.Inadditiontosubmittingpubliccomments,youmayasktobe.p]aced
tn u -"ifi"g fi.t ro receive future public iotices mailed by the TCEQ Of-fice of the Chief

il..n i"" ,o"V request to be added to: l) the mailing list for this specific general ..
permit; 2) the permanent mailing list for a specific tounty; or 3) both' Clearly specify

itr. -Gii"-fiirts to which you wish to be added and send your request to the TCEQ

orh.. or tf,e chief Clerk at the adfuess previously mentioned. unless you otherwise

,p.iiiv, Vo" will be included only on the mailing Iist for this specific general permit.

INFoRMATION. If you need more information about this general permit^ or

p.i-ittirrg process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, to11 free, at 1-800-

bS Z-+O+O]ierr"ral information about the TCEQ can be found at our website at:

http s : / /www.tc e q.t exas. g ov.

persons with disabilities who need special accommodations at the meeting should call

the office of the Chief Clerk at ( 512t 239-3300 or 1'800 REIAY-TX (TDD) at least one

week prior to the meeting.

Further information may also be obtained by calling Chrls Linendoll, E.I.T., TCEQ Water

Quality Division, ar 254-7 6l-3025.
Si aesia informaci1n en Espaftol, puede llamar 1-800-687-4040'

Issuance Date: MaY 12,2023



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF PROPOSED NEW GENERAI PERMIT TXG31OOOO AUTHORIZING THE
DISCHARGE OF WASTES INTO SURFACE WATERS IN THE STATE

The Texas Cornmission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ or commission) is proposing
to issue new Texas Pollutant Discharge Eiimination System (TPDES) General Permit
TXG310000. This new TPDES general permlt proposes to authorize the discharge of, as

well as prohibit the discharge of, a variery of waste streams from oil and gas extraction
activities defined in the fuaft general permit as onshore stripper well facilities, coastal
facilities, and teritorial seas facilities. The purpose of this new TPDES generai permit
is to replace two existing U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National
PoIIutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permits TXG260000
(applicable to territorial seas facilities) and TXG330000 (applicable to onshore stripper
well facilities and coastal facilities), and replace the need for onshore stripper well
facilities, coastal facilities, and territodal seas facilities to obtain individual Texas
Railroad Commission permits. The draft general permit applies to specific geographic
locations in the state of Texas as established in the draft general permit. General
permits are authorized by Texas Water Code, S26.040.

DRA-FT GENERAL PERMIT. The executive director has prepared a new draft general
permit that proposes to authorize the discharge of, as well as prohibit the discharge
of, a variety of waste streams from oil and gas extraction activities defined in the draft
general permit as onshore stripper well facilities, coastal facilities, and territorial seas

facilities. No significant degradation of high qualiry waters is expected and existing
uses will be maintained and protected. The executive director ploposes to require all
dischargers to submit a Notice of tntent to obtain authorlzation to discharge.

The executive director has reviewed this actlon for consistency with the goals and
policies of the Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) according to General Land
bffice regulations and has determined that the action is consistent with applicable
CMP goals and policles.

On the date that this notice is published, a copy of the draft general permit and fact
sheet will be available for a minimum of 30 days for viewing and copying at the TCEQ

Office of rhe Chief Clerk located at the TCEQ Austln office, at 12100 Park 35 Circle,
Building F. These documents will also be available at the TCEQs 16 regional offices
and on the TCEQ website at
htt p s : //www. t c eq. t exas. g ov/p ermitting /w ast ew at er/ g e ner al/indexhtml

PUBLIC COMMENT,/PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a

public meeting about this draft general permit. The purpose of a public meeting is to
provide the opportunity to submit wTitten or oral comment or to ask questions about

ttr" dtaft generhl permit. Generally, the TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the



executive director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the

aiiii g.".."f permit or if requested by a state legislator. A public meeting is not a

contested case hearing.

writtenpubliccommentsmustbereceivedbytheofficeoftheChiefClerk,MCl0S'
TCEQ, Pb Box 13o87, Austin, TX 787ll4OA7 or electronically at

hups;//wwwl4.tceq.texas.gov/epic/ecomment/ within 30 days from the date this

notice is published.

APPROVAL PROCESS. After the comment period, the executive director will consider

all the public comments and prepare a wriiten response. The response wiil be filed
,"itt tlr" TCEe Office of the ihie] Clerk at least 10 days before the scheduled

commission meeting when the cornmission will consider approval of the general

p;;it. ihta"""-iion wlll consider att public comments in making its decision-and

*ill .ither adopt the executlve director's response or plepare its own- response- The,

commission will issue its wlitten lesponse on the genelal permit at the same time the

commission issues or denies the geniral permit. A copy of any issued genelal pelmit
and response to comments will be made available to the public fof inspe_ction at the

ig.".y. Austin office. A notice of the commissioners' action on the draft general

p"ermit and a copy of its response to comments will be mailed to each person who

iubmitted u.o*r.r.rrt. Also, a notice of the commission's action on the dlaft genelal

permit and the text of its response to cornments will be published in the lexas
Register.

MAILING LISTS. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed

o"i tntfi"g list to receive future public notices mailed by the TCEQ Of-fice of the Chief

iierk. you iruy r"qrr".t to be added to: 1) the mailing Iist for this specific general 
.^

permit; 2) the permanent mailing list for a specific county; or 3) both' Clearly specify

the mailing lisis to which you wiih to be added and send your reqxest to the TCEQ

Office of t[e Chief Clerk ai the address previously mentioned. Unless you otherwise

specify, you will be included only on the mailing list for this specific general permit.

INFORMATION. If you need more information about this general permit^ or the _ ^^
permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Proglam, toII free, at 1-800-
-osz-ao+o. 

General information about the TCEQ can be found at our website at:

http s : //www.t c eq. texas. g ov.

Persons with disabilities who need specral accommodations at the meeting should call

the office of the Chief clerk at (5121239-3300 or 1-800-REIAY-TX (TDD) at least one

week prior to the meeting.

Further informarion may also be obtained by caliing chds Linendoll, E.I.T., TCEQ Water

Quality Division, at 25 4-7 61 ^3025.

Si desea informaci1n en Espafiol, puede llamar 1'800-687-4040'

Issuance Date: May L2,2023


